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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A final drive assembly for transmitting torque 
between an input and an output, said final drive comprising: a compound gear assembly 
including at least three planetary gear trains and being in driving engagement with the 
input, each planetary gear train of said at least three planetary gear trains being 
adapted to coact i vo l y collectively and drivingly engage the output directly, wherein 
torque generated by the input is distributed to the output by said each of said planetary 
gear trains; 

the compound gear assembly comprising a first planetary gear train, a 
second planetary gear train and a third planetary gear train: 

each of the first, second and third planetary gear trains including a sun 
gear, a ring gear and a planetary carrier: and 

wherein the ring gears of the second and third planetary gear trains and 
the planetary carrier of the first planetary gear train are connected to the output . 

2. (Original) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein the output 
consists of a wheel assembly having a rim assembly, said at least three planetary gear 
trains are substantially enclosed by said rim assembly. 
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3. (Previously presented) The final drive assembly of claim 2, wherein 
at least one of said at least three planetary gear trains is positioned inboard relative to 
said wheel assembly. 

4. (Original) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein the input 
includes one of an electric drive motor, a hydraulic motor, an internal combustion engine 
and a hybrid source. 



5. (Previously presented) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein 
said compound gear assembly includes an outboard planetary gear train drivingly 
engaged by the input. 

6. (Currently amended) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein 
sa i d compound goar accombly comprisos a first p l anotary gear tra i n, a oocond 
planotary goar train and a third planotary goar train, said first, socond and th i rd 
p l anotary goar trains oach roGpoctivo l y i ncludoc a cun goar, said sun gears of said 
second and third planetary gear trains are coaxially positioned. 



7. (Currently amended) The final drive assembly of claim 6, wherein 
oach of sa i d first, socond and th i rd planotary goar trains inoludos sa i d oun goar, a r i ng 
goar and a planotary carr i or, the input is drivingly engaged with said sun gear of said 
first planetary gear train, said ring gear of said first planetary gear train is connected 
with said sun gear of said second planetary gear train, and said planetary carrier of said 
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second planetary gear train is connected with said sun gear of said third planetary gear 

train , said ring gears of sa i d second and th i rd p l anetary gear trains and ca i d p l anetary 

carrier of sa i d f i rst p l anetary goar train aro connoctod to the output . 

8. (Original) The final drive assembly of claim 6, wherein said first 
planetary gear train is adapted to be driven by the input and said third planetary gear 
train includes a portion thereof adapted to be grounded through a reaction member. 

9. (Original) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein a speed 
modification ratio between the input and output generated through the compound gear 
assembly is at least 49:1 . 

10. (Currently amended) A machine having an input, comprising: 
at least one output; and 

at least one final drive assembly structured and arranged to transmit 
rotation between the input and the output, said final drive assembly including a 
compound gear assembly comprising at least three planetary gear trains and being in 
driving engagement with the input, each p l anetary goar tra i n of said at least three 
planetary gear trains being adapted to ooact i vo l y and collectively drivingly engage said 
output directly, wherein torque generated by the input is distributed to said output by 
said each of said planetary gear trains; 

the compound gear assembly comprising a first planetary gear train, a 
second planetary gear train and a third planetary gear train: 
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wherein each of the first, second and third planetary gear trains including 
a sun gear, a ring gear and a planetary carrier; and 

the input drivinglv engaging the sun gear of the first planetary gear train; 

wherein the ring gear of the first planetary gear train is connected with the 
sun gear of the second planetary gear train . 

1 1 . (Original) The machine of claim 1 0, wherein said output of said at 
least one final drive assembly includes a wheel assembly having a rim assembly, said 
at least three planetary gear trains are substantially enclosed by said rim assembly. 

12. (Previously presented) The machine of claim 1 1 , wherein at least 
one of said at least three planetary gear trains of said at least one final drive assembly 
is positioned inboard relative to said wheel assembly. 

13. (Original) The machine of claim 10, wherein the input includes one 
of an electric drive motor, a hydraulic motor and a hybrid source. 



14. (Previously presented) The machine of claim 10, wherein said 
compound gear assembly of said at least one final drive assembly includes an outboard 
planetary gear train drivingly engaged by the input. 

15. (Currently amended) The machine of claim 10, wherein said- 
compound goar acsombly of said at loast ono f i na l drivo asoombly compricoo a f i rst 
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p l anetary goar tra i n, a Gocond planetary goar tra i n and a third p l anetary goar train, said 

first, second and th i rd planetary gear trains each rospoct i voly includoc a cun gear, said 

sun gears of said second and third planetary gear trains are coaxially positioned. 

1 6. (Currently amended) The machine of claim 1 5, wherein each of 
said f i rst, sooond and third planetary goar tra i ns of said at l oast ono f i nal dr i vo assombly 
i nc l udes sa i d cun goar, a ring goar and a planetary carrior, tho input is dr i v i ngly 
ongag o d with sa i d sun goar of sa i d first p l anotary goar train, said ring goar of said first 
p l anetary goar tra i n io connoctod w i th said cun goar of said socond planetary goar tra i n, 
said planetary carrier of said second planetary gear train is connected with said sun 
gear of said third planetary gear train, said ring gears of said second and third planetary 
gear trains and said planetary carrier of said first planetary gear train are connected to 
the output. 

17. (Original) The machine of claim 15, wherein said first planetary 
gear train of said at least one final drive assembly is adapted to be driven by the input 
and said third planetary gear train includes a portion thereof adapted to be grounded 
through a reaction member. 

1 8. (Original) The machine of claim 1 0, wherein a speed modification 
ratio between the input and output generated through the compound gear assembly of 
said at least one final drive assembly is at least 49:1 . 
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1 9. (Previously presented) The final drive assembly of claim 1 , wherein 
said at least three planetary gear trains have approximately equal gear ratios. 

20. (Currently amended) A final drive assembly for transmitting torque 
between an input and an output, said final drive comprising: 

a compound gear assembly including at least three planetary gear trains 
and being in driving engagement with the input, each planetary gear train of said at 
least three planetary gear trains being adapted to coactively and drivingly engage the 
output, and an outboard planetary gear train of said at least three planetary gear trains 
being directly and drivingly engaged by the input, wherein torque generated by the input 
is distributed to the output by said each of said at least three planetary gear trains; 

wherein the compound gear assembly comprises a first planetary gear 
train, a second planetary gear train and a third planetary gear train: 

each of the first, second and third planetary gear trains including a sun 
gear, a ring gear and a planetary carrier: 

the input being drivinolv engaged bv the sun gear of the first planetary 
gear train: and 

the planetary carrier of the first planetary gear train being connected to the 

output . 



-8- 



